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Maine Water nearing completion of $1 million water main replacement project 

on Main Street in Saco  
 

SACO, MAINE, July 20, 2017 – Maine Water is pleased to announce that its $1 million water 

main replacement project in downtown Saco is nearly complete, and the new water main is in 

service. The project was launched in March and involved the replacement of 2,200 feet, or 

about one-half mile, of water main between Beach Street and Pepperell Square that was 

installed in 1884. The small amount of work remaining on the project will be completed this fall.  

“We really appreciate the support and cooperation of the City of Saco on this project. I think 

the team collectively delivered a project plan that minimized the inconvenience and disruption 

normally associated with digging up Main Street” stated Rick Knowlton, President of Maine 

Water. “This project improves water system reliability and enhances water quality, plus we also 

used this opportunity to increase the size of the water main from 8 inches to 12 inches to 

improve overall system flows. We also installed new laterals to the side streets and replaced 

more than 25 valves, many that dated back 133 years, to ensure they will be operational when 

needed.”  

Mr. Knowlton added, “We also want to thank Saco residents and motorists for their patience 

while we worked on a very busy city street.” The project was coordinated with MDOT so the 

water main replacement would be done before the scheduled full paving of the road in 2018.  

Maine Water contracted with Shaw Brothers Construction, Inc. of Gorham, Maine, on the water 

main installation. Our original plan was to complete the project before the 4th of July and we 

were successful in doing so because of the hard work of our staff and the positive working 

relationship with Shaw Brothers as our construction partner.” 



About Maine Water: 

The Maine Water Company is a public water utility that currently owns 12 public water systems 

engaged in the collection, treatment, and distribution of drinking water for homes, businesses 

and fire protection service. The Maine Water Company serves more than 32,000 customers, or 

approximately 85,000 people, in 21 communities across Maine. The Biddeford Saco Division 

serves 16,500 customers, or approximately 48,000 people in Biddeford, Saco, Old Orchard 

Beach and Scarborough.   
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